ail this| : 


sic by Estee 
mall, FRANK 
in St, &. S 


— 


ill. 


ain 


to a good Catholic is 


. ee oe of 


any admirers of the Church to fol- 
their strong impulses or convic- 


| tions and come in. 


’ Two of our greatest English writ- 
ers, Dr. Samuel Johnson, author of | 
the massive dictionary that bears his, 


name, and Robert Louis Stevenson, 


“whose body rests on a lonesisle in the 


c southern Pacific ocean, were “almost | 


sia tien Protestantism to Catholicity is 
sure to be sincere, while a Catholic 
who has turned Protestant is not to be 
trusted; ‘he gives up so much of what 
he has held sacred that his ‘conversion’ 
can hardly be sincere and lasting.’ 
“As for Stevenson, had he lived) 
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even a decade longer, it is more than | 


likely that he would have knelt at the | 
altar of the ages. He had all of. the 
well-attested symptoms of the con- | 


_vert-to-be. With much conflict of mind | 


and soul he had escaped from the 
dreariness of Calvinism; he grew 


uaded” to adopt the true faith.| moré Catholic every day of his later | 


Honor Walsh has given us a beautiful | 
pen picture of the place occupied by 
these illustrious authors close to the 
Kingdom of God: 


similar as hewn marble and golden 
tracery, were yet alike in two char- 
acteristics: both were artistic in 
words: both—if the term be permis-' 
sible—were the most Catholic of) 
Protestants. Although living in the. 
days when No-Popery fanaticism had 


son was a consistent defender of the 
Catholic doctrine and practice, pub-'| 


lily advocating his belief in thé sanc- 


tity of the Mass, in the need for auri- | 


gular confession, in the efficacy of | 


intercession through the saints, in the 
reasonableness of purgatory, in the 
consoling charity of prayers for the 


“Yead. To the day of his death he of-' 
fered daily prayer for the repose of 
the soul of his wife. Indeed, it is well | 
' known that the burly doctor went SO, 


far as to ‘say that a man converted 


‘eminently Catholic eulogy of self- 
reached its wildest worst, Dr. John-— 


life. Not to mention his glowing | 
tribute to Father Damian, his con-| 


demnation of the self-enriching Prot-| 


'estant missionaries and his reverent 
“Now, Johnson and Stevenson, dis-| 


admiration of the nuns, his personal 
life in its later, better years, so hum- 
ble, so devoted, so patient, so self- 
denying, was ideally Catholic. After 
he had visited the leper island of 
Molgkai and witnessed the labors of | 
the Franciscan Sisters, he wrote the | 


sacrifice: 


“*To see the infinite pity of this place, 

, The mangled limb, the dev astated face, 

|The innocent sufferer, smiling at the 
rod— 

|A fool were tempted to deny his God. 


“*He sees, he shrinks; but if he gaze 


again, 
Lo, beauty springeth from the breast 
of pain. | 
He marks the Sisters on the mournful | 
shores, 
And even a fool is ilent aad cand all an 


Churchgoer and Dontbelieve 


eenged by ev. thénry Meyer, Batavia, Ohio. 


(Continued ‘from last week) 


DARWINISM. 


“Eight o'clock, gentlemen,” said Wr. Materialist. 


“As the game promises | 


to last as long as the war, I think we better take a vote on Chess Conserva- | 


tion, and ———” 


“ft second your unspoken motion,” 


continued Mr. Scoffer. “Let us get 


down to the real ‘money-business’ of the evening. Darwin, forty years among 
the worms, would bé a piker in compd¥ison to our friends with their chess 
men, if they suffered no outside interference.” 

“All right,” replied Mr. Churchgoer, “I shall start the discussion by re- 


facte-that-niay-he-as*good-as an argument. At the height of his: 
power the great German Darwin, Haeckel, held a big family 


féast in a German 


zoo, and thousands of his followers applauded when he classed them with the 


apes, 
chimpanzee maiden.’ 


in her eyes.’ ” 
“But of course,” 


He himself related how he had that morning visited a ‘dear cousin, a 
His words follow: 
stepped towards me, embraced me, and looked at me with deep understanding | 


continued Mr. Dontbelieve, 


‘Scarce had I entered, when she 


“that was overdoing it. 


There are so many similarities between man and beast, that one does arrive | 
at the conclusion that man is not essentially different from the irrational! 


animal, 
MR. CHURCHGOER: 


Why not say man is a more highly developed animal?” 
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a CHRISTIAN MOTHER'S REVERIE. 
‘| Meredn Are Presented F acts About 


the Conversion of “Buffalo Bill’’ 


THE BAPTISM OF BUFFALO BILL. 


We have frequently been requested | ——--------— 
“Because, whilst there are some likenesses, such | to publish the facts about the 
as flesh and blood, there are far more and far greater differences: in fact they | tism of Buffalo Bill’ 


“Bap- 


are so great that we necessarily arrive at the conclusion that there is anj|in recent months, owing to the reflec- 


essential difference.” 
MR. SCOFFER: 


“T know of only one, self-consciousness. 


tion the anti-Catholic press has made had first made an appointment to bap- 
(on his conversion. 


As Kant said: 


‘As soon as my horse can say ‘I,’ I shall jump out of my saddle and take my 


hat off to him.” 
MR. MATERIALIST: 


“T can mention another. 


Man makes progress. | 


’ and particularly 


By Rev. a V. Walsh. 


AO Nm nee ee ee — 


was consulted, and declared that he) 


wanted the baptism . 
So I was sent for by the family. |! 
tize him 


at 2:80 o'clock on Tuesday 


Herewith is a brief report of his afternoon, but when I arrived at that 
| baptism by Father C. V. Walsh, who hour the doctor had administered mor- 


administered the sacrament. 


The same _ phine 


to make the patient sleep 


The swallow builds its nest today as it built it six thousand years ago; the appeared in the Queen’s Work last Though Colonel Cody had expressed 
foxes live in holes as they did of yore. But look at the contrast between the | summer: 
galleys of the Romans and the modern battleship, or between the bow and 


arrow of the savage and the sixteen-inch gun of today.” 


MR. DONTBELIEVE: 
own generation, 


The immediate history of the bap- 
tism of Buffi'o Bill 
“Yes, we have a striking instance of this in our | Among his close friends in Denver | the drug should be over, so that the 
Can we not all remember the day when we were without | were Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Harrington, ‘usual questions could be put to Colonel 


is as follows: 


his desire for baptism, still there was 


no immediate danger of death, and I 
_preferred to wait until the effects of 


telephones, electric lights, automobiles, etc. But anima! life is ever the same. ” | the vice president of the Hibernian Cody and it might be shown that of 


MR. CHURCHGOER: 


MR. DONTBELIEVE: 


physical life there is nothing so weak and helpless as man. 


“Then there is speech. 


“Another worth-while thought comes to me. 


> 9 


In 
He has no hide 


of fur to brave the weather, no lion-strength to fight his foe, and yet all other! 


life is subject to him.” 
MR. CHURCHGOER: 


Animals have organs bank and his wife. When it appeared his own free will he wished to enter 
similar to the organs of speech, but the ‘spirit that thinketh’ is wanting. Of | that Buffalo Bill was dying, Mrs. Har-!| the Church. 
speech ‘that golden harvest that followeth the flowering of thought’ they know 
nothing: ‘Speech is reason’s brother, and a kingly prerogative of man. 


I therefore returned to 


rington suggested to Mrs. Cody, the the parochial residence, and the mem- 


wife of Buffalo Bill, that she should bers of the family kept me informed, 


get some minister to baptize him, as about 
he had never received the sacrament patient's 
of baptism. Mrs. Harrington, who is a 
Catholic herself, had no idea that any- Buffalo Boll had 
“Yes, we need go no further; we need not speak | body but a Protestant minister would. | fects of the drug were over. 


every thirty of 
condition, 

5:00 o’clock word came that! 
awakened and the ef. 
When I 


minutes, the | 


About 


of man’s spiritual development to prove definitely there is a substantial dif-|be summoned. But Mrs. Cody, who| arrived at the house seven doctors 


ference between man and beast, and hence that the one cannot be a descendant has Catholic connections and knew, no | were with the famous scout. 


of the other.” 
MR. DONTBELIEVE: 


in form, and moving, how express.and admirable‘ 


éngel! In apprenhension, how like a god! The beauty of the world, the para- | 


gon of animals!’” 
MR. MATERIALIST: 


nhect) ing link.” 
MR. SCOFFER: 
Darwinists: 


“So it. will be useless to argue that man hes 
descended from the ape, or that some extinct animal may have been the con- 


“Tet me read this comment on that pet theme of the 
‘If the Messieurs, Materialists, have any secret documents to 
this effect in their family achives, it will certainly be to the interest 


of their 


As soon 


‘doubt, that her husband’s family were as they had finished their work, and 


“Permit me to repent the beautiful quotation: Catholics, replied that if he was to be | 
‘What a piece of work is man! How noble in reason! How infinite in faculties! baptized it must be at the hands of a1 administered the sacrament of bap-|. 
In action, how like an) Catholic priest. ee Bill himself | tism. 


be | while Buffalo Bill was fully conscious, 


look exactly like 


How natural such a proceeding was 
on the part of a man who was ac- 


quainted with the Church and had long | 


considered its claims and its principles 
every Catholic will readily see. And 


‘even non-Catholics should be able to 


understand that when a man is on the 
brink of the grave and about to appear 


before the presence of his Creator and | 


Judge, he thinks swiftly and accurate 
ly concerning the affairs of eternity. 
The man of broad experience, 


Christianity and the astonishing 
power of Church to save and 
sweeten our fallen human natare, finds 
it easv to decide in that moment 
tween the conflicting claims of the 
sects and the consistent, unwavering, 
clear, and authoritative position of the 
Catholic Church. 


the 


he. 


It was a particular gratification for 
me to baptize Buffalo Bill, be: 
have never forgotten the deep impres 
sion that he made on me when first I 
aaw his Wild West Show as a 
Ireland. The impression 
such that | formed the ambition 
him when | grow 
that must have 


‘ause | 


lad in 


mace Was 
to 
up, 
an aspiration been 
iii 
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The Interesting Cycle of F sctivale ond How 
the Same Are Kept in Different Countries 


How much variety and pvetic 


in-:to the seasons, 


as we commemorate 


among young Mwopie which are 


Knights 


i sely es 
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‘ean Catholics. 
‘Catholics have entered the 


who. 
knows the inefficacy of other forma of | 
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This Bishan % was s Quick to 
Help Swell Our Circulati 


The Episcopal Residence, Covington, Ky. 


December 30, 1917. 


To the beloved clergy and the faithful of the diocese of Covington, health 


and benediction. 


You will all, no = agree with me that the utility and necessity 


of the Catholic Prea: 
as extensive as the world, and its 
Catholic family in every country. It 
extend 


ings of well regulated parish work. 
ties where Catholic families 
lamentably deprived of the activities 
These families especially : 
paper, to be a profitable substitute 
much needed everywhere, 
structions are wanting. 


its activity into every home, 
among those who are deprived of the grea 


but especial! 


is established beyond’all question. Its mission is — 


usefulness should be felt by every 
is one of our most sacred duties to 

wherever possible, but especially 
t benefits of the many bless- 


Wer in our diocese, have many coun~. 
are few and widely scattered, who are 


and facilities of parish influence. 


should be supplied with a good Catholic family 


for the lack of solid instruction so 


y wherever facilities for such in- 


f hear with pleasure that OUR SUNDAY VISITOR will make a 
special effort during the early part of the new year to reach every family~ 


in our beloved country, 
and need the good influence of the 


but especially those who are unhappily situated 
Catholic Press, to enilghten their faith 


and to keep them in touch with Catholic life and practices, to strengthen 
within them the love of God and their holy religion. : 
[ sincerely hope that every pastor and prominent Catholic, and especi- 
ally those in the country and mountainous districts of our diocese, will 
aid and encourage in every way possible the efforts of OUR SUNDAY 


VISITOR in its coming work of prepa 


with abundant success. 
Affectionately yours in Christ; 


wanda. May its work be crowned 


++ FERDINAND, Bishop of Covington. 


More About the Patiotism 


of American Catholics 


Rev. H.C 
Madison, 


Ry Hengell, 


Wis. 


to the 
United 
admitted 
there: are 


In a recent communication 
of Columbus, the 
States government officially 
that, in the present 
two to three times as many Catholie 
young men the Army and Navy) 
Training Camps as might be expected 
from calculations upon the 
Catholic country. In 
other people of 
this country are providing ty 
three hundred cent of 
young men who preparing them- 
to fight and, if need be, to die 
for American liberty and security, 
The fact is admitted, but the attempt 
ed explanations of it and 
sometimes amusing. 
Those who disit 
the Catholic religion credit for any- 
good Ofer artusing explanations 
of the practical patriotism of Ameri- 
Some of them say that 


CTisis, 
ih 


based 
population of the 
words the Catholic 
two 
per quotas 
are 


are varied 


are clined te rive 


army and 
and numerously in or 
der of the country 
throug military and naval forees 
Thus the defeat of the Protestant and 
Prussian milit auteeracy would 

of a Catholic 
democracy at h 
devil 


Non Catholics 


navy so freely 
get 


| 
fm its 


to eontro! 


ary 
mean the ascendancy 


and American ome! 
| he 


the 
have 


and 
will 
of their en- 


country is between the 
ea! 


the 


deep 


to double number 


“‘Histifie nits in order to prevent a dispro- 


portionate control of the army and 
navy by Catholies. Here is a golden 
opportunity for the “Guardians of 
Liberty.” They should enlist to a man. 

Others say that Catholics are more 
succeseful in passing the physical ex- 
aminations for entrance into the army 
and navy. We appreciate the implied 
compliment, but we refrain from 
drawing the obvious conclusion from 
thig statement; namely, that, com- 
pared with Catholies, non-Catholics as 
a class are physically decadent. 

Others say that Catholica have 
arger families, that they do not prac- 
tice face suicide or hirth control, and 
that consequently they have more 
young men to offer for the service of 
the country. This explanation ap- 
proaches the truth, but it does net ex- 
plain why there are so many voluntary 
enlistments by Catholics for the moat 
dangerous branches of the service. It 
is precisely in these branches that 
Catholics have the largest number of 
enlistments, often more than. fifty per 
cent of the entire number, 

Still others say that Catholica aré 
patriotic not because of their re- 


ligious beliefs, but in spite of them, 


In time of war they become bad Catho- 


lies but good Americans. How false 
and absurd this explanation is will be 
set forth in a subsequent article to be 
written for Our Sunday Visiter, 


(To be continued) 


Some Reflections by Noted 
Converts of Last Decade 


The 
mediately 
(‘atholic 

“With pr 


ledwe the wr 


DeCosta, tm-! 
Pry hh 


late Rey. B. F 

after } CONVEPRIOT 

Church, wrot 

ofound wratitaude T mu 


of God, who 


path, giving 


esata 


eal yoOoOdNes ; 


; 


mercifully lightened my 


yrace t wvrercome tric 

nt iante 
ied rne, not withos 

herd’a gentle 


Catholic 


sane 


Church 
ett 

te LAY 
Papa! 

“Tt in time 

to address 
of Ir) fy aliit 
tion that 


jility, and learn that 
it interferes with 
is ax 


that the 


individual! 


liberty true as mariners 


compa renders the sailor an abje 


‘) 
slave W ithout 


: 
tne 


mstruments and iruicd 


ance snilor would be as free as t! 


anicent Sidonilan in his iverie 


with purple saiis, without 


astroljabe tn Lj ke the hie 
polar ‘tar; dea ea 
inp hia 


certain 


individual example ts significant when 
furnished by men of large learning 
ind incorruptible character. Persons 
of this stamp carry with them a 
weight of authority, and their case 
serves to indicate the strength of the 
the Catholic 
testimonies 
value Newman's 
Trials of a Mind’ 
to blaze a path through 
Anglican wildwood, 
powerfully convince many of 
of the call te 
Roman position.” 


reaction rt favor of 


Chureh unusual 
ryudential 
at , and iy 


r serve 


u 
SS 
, » or lane 

angried 


mate nature 


DR. CHARLESON (Scotch) 
The Catholic Times (1901) of Liver. 
pool, Engl, says: 
“Mr 


' dW sri 


Onl i; i 
light of 
the 
that in a 
directed 

Chureh 


63 He ues 


(haries 
the 


itudied 


hear struggling - 
Catholic truth, 
fathers and bees 
unanimous voiee 
steps toward the 
With not less ear 
med history, and its 
the same effect. He 
examined 


tle hal 
¥itiICEe : 
his 


Was ‘0 


o the Papal ciaimae, 


ered them reasonable, 
upen him they 
But one day, 
Cyprian, he 
‘thunderbolt. 
carly days of 
half of the third 
ei Marcian the No- 
and in doing so used 
‘He had attempted to 
ailar, and to set up an 
and to offer sacri- 
to the true 
Charleson, 
profane and 
throne udulterous, and 
for the Blessed Sacra- 
inatead & Ssacr Brits ae 
outside 
comnatting 
and he be- 


ind consid 


ia convictions gre 


by’ perilous therm, 
le 
‘f Lent, to 
and fox.” adinz the w : of 
To quote from cho 
“Por the last fort Bishop, in the 
impressive progession the first 
clergy ani laity, denouné 
from Canterbury 
nif of this 


dent can rot fail of 


counted scores of thousand will 
probably never be made out. 
Then comes the long series | 
Easter, Whi (or Pente- 
cost) solemmities. Shrove Tnesday 
marks the close of the carnival, or the 
farewell to material festivities, at the 
near approach of Lent. Ash Wednes- 
day brings the ashes (of the previous 
year's palm Sunday) to remind us that 
to return to kindred dust 
tion of our mortality. COUD 
tries the Lenten mortification ia re 
laxed on the fourth, or mid-Lent, Sun 
day, cailed also Laetare Sunday; called 
also in England Mothering Sunday 
from the Epistle of the which | | 1 s whi 
contains words Jerusalem Mater to world-Wide cau a t tO oe 
omnium. in France they Used to call Ls mpied t end net 
it Deminica Refectioni«. Palm Sun 
day bears, ir rative 
rite, the explanation of its name. In 
Germany and ireland the fourth 
day of Holy Week is called Spy Wed 
nesday, from the traitorous act of 
Judas, which made it infamous. Maun 


their accessories are 
‘of comparatively little importance. 
Twelfth day is the first festival after 
the New Year calling for notice, fa}!.- 
‘ing twelve days after Christmas, on 
the Epiphany. or manifestation of the’ 
new-born Redeemer to the three kings 
of the East. Hence the children’s cus- 


terest has gathered about the seasons ‘the realities, 
“J think Darwinism is typical of materialism in and days of the year in the course- of 
a vestige of external resemblance, it’ages! It might be curious to vngaereel 
ignores a immeasurably greater internal differences.” ‘how far our present associations w rith 
DONTBELIEVE: “To my mind the power of the human spirit, in. the seasons would have been modified 

‘onteg tae the phys of aptitude of the beast, has a wonderful if their origin had arisen in a southern 
exemplification in the story of Helen Keller, who, though born deaf, dumb/latitude imstead of, as in fact, in a 
and blind, has become an ac scholar.” jnorthern. Had the English-speaking : 
MR. CHURCHGOER: “Moreover, there is really only a negligible ed te hie : a ia eee pea or of os a re sy bso for 
ysieal resemblance between Darwinists claimed the line k wou ve nm that ni o pres over ir games 
“ Basen _ ond hv ‘the festival of flowers and sunlight,,and little festivities. Passing over 
‘Easter would have been an autumn|several minor days of observance, we 

festival, and Corpus Christi and the note Candlemas day, so called from 

Assumption would have fallen in sae dB poe Light to lighten the Gentiles,, 

“Your diferent books: agains rwinism all.ter. Our associations are of a very which was then carried for the first) 

Ame 1| different kind——so different that it is time to his Temple, and is symbolized | 

‘only by an effort of fancy that we can by the burning and shining lights 
In our borne that day in procession. The 

+ weather-wise have long attempted to 

» predict the advent of a fair or a foul 

‘spring from the state of the weather 

.on February 2; but their acience is too 

‘empirical to be seriously deferred to. 

under the long midsum-' As to Valentine’s day, its name is cer- 

But, after|tainly derived from a holy Spanish | 

; and as re- bishop and martyr in the third cen-| 

ts af our rede |Sar; but its connection with the ex-| 

chief interest ‘change of humorous verses and cards! 


honor to keep them secret.’ ” 
MR. CHURCHGOER: 
general. It is superficial: perceiving 
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Aen oe 


le excuse for neglecting this investiga- 


t hildren’s School and Playground 


| tion. There are numberless books, for 
instance, the well-known Catholic En- 
cyclopaedia, wherein these things are 
clearly set forth by men who knew 
whereof they wrote. Then there is 
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CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK. 


13 S. Ist after Epiphany. 

14 M. St. Hilary. 

15 T. St. Paul, First Hermit. 

16 W. St. Marcellus I. 

i7 Th. St. Antony. 

is F. St. Peter’s Chair at Rome. 

19 S. SS. Marius and Comp.—St 
Kantte. 


Learn the Answers to 
the Questions which fol- 
low; also learn the mean- 
ing of terms frequently 


our religion. 


What is understood by the hid- 
den life of Jesus? 

What is the public life? 

When did His public life be- 
gin? 

What did He do during His 
public life? 

Mention some of His miracles. 


Answers of Balttmore Cate- | 
chism Clearly Explained. 


Ce mmnmaneeematined 


What do you mean by days of | 
abstinence? 

By days of abstinence I mean cal 
on which we are forbidden to eat flesh- 
meat, but are allowed the usual num- | 
ber of meals. 

All fast days are abstinence days, | 
but not all abstinence days are fast’ 
days. Fridays of the year are days | 


| 
i 
| 
} 


of abstinence, but not days of fast) 


except in Lent and in Ember week or 
unless they chence to be vigils. 


to fast and abstain? 


The Church commands us to fast | 
order that we may} 


and abstain, in 
mortify our passions and satisfy for 
our sins. 

There are variotis ways of doing 
penance. The Bible recommends par- 
ticularly prayer, fasting and alms 
deeds. There is no better way 
teaching us to mortify our appetites 
and passions—the sources of our sins, 
than to punish them by fasting. 

Why docs the Church command us| 
to abstain from flesh-meat on Fri-| 
days? 


used in connection with i 


| The Church commands us to ab- 
stain from flesh-meat on Fridays, in 
‘honor of the day on which our Savior 
‘died, 
| The Church would have us to be 
‘ever mindful of the death of Our 
‘Savior. There is no better way of 
‘keeping fresh the memory of this 
| eruelty inflicted on Our Lord by our 
‘sins than to have us do something for 
‘Him on the day on which He died for 
| us. : 


AND CHURCH HISTORY 


BIBLE 


Cathechetically Arranged. 

(Reprinted, with permission of the 
John Murphy Co., from a little book 
under the above title). 
| - What did Jacob say? 
| . “Now I die in peace since 
tbe see your face.” 
9. 
ioe, 
la ter? 
| A. The holy old man Simeon, 
lin the temple of Jerusalem. 

Q. Whom did he see? 


Who spoke in like man- 
seventeen hundred years 


‘from whose branches were suspended 


the living voice—every priest in the 
land is ready for the asking to give 
you a detailed course of instruction.” 

At that moment the toastmaster 
rapped for silence, and the Mayor rose 
to address the President. The next 
morning Father Casey was sorting his 
mail; the desk telephone rang. 

“This is Doctor Bustanoby,” said a 
voice; “I thought of calling on you 
this evening to arrange a course in 
Christian doctrine.” 

“Come right along, Doctor; you're 
welcome as the flowers of May,” said 
Father Casey. 


went to work with his brethren, and 
they soon brought the scene into 
shape, having the loan, too, of a live 
ox and ass, which kind of animals a 
tradition founded upon a passage of 
the prophecy of Isaias (i. 3) says were 
present at the stable at Bethlehem 
when Jesus was born, and warmed 
him with their breath. A midnight 
Mass was sung, St. Francis acting as 
deacon, while the friars and peasants 
knelt or stood around under the trees, 


a number of lamps that shed a dim 
and religious light upon the assem- 
blage. 

The most beautiful crib of this 
description in the United States was 
made a few years ago at Rome for 
the college of the Jesuits in San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. It cost many thousands of 
dollars, and was exhibited privately in 
the scene-room of the Teatro Argen-| “And it came to pass that after 
tina before being packed for America.|three days, they found Him in the 
Some of the cribs in the churches at|temple, sitting in the midst of the 
Rome at Christmas time are magnifi- | doctors, hearing them and asking them 
cent, the figures being often life-size,| questions” (Luke II, 45). 

and all the surroundings (which oc-| The fount of all real Wisdom is 
cupy a whole side chapel) artistically|God; every other source, whether of | 
prepared on a scale of princely mag-/| heaven or.carth, must ultimately reach | 
nificence. The one in the Church of|back to Him. He intends that man) 


emer 


(By Rev. Wm. Demouy, D. D.) 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY. 


een ee 


The land o’ my dreams, 


SERMONETTE. , 


‘was in that land great abund- 


Why does the Church command us | HCE OF grass for their flocks. 


of | 


A. The true Joseph, Jesus 
‘Christ, the Savior of the world. 


Q. When Joseph presented 
his father to the king, what did 
he ask him? 


A. 
o nid: 


His age, and the old man 
“T am one hundred and 
‘thirty years of age; yet I am not 
as old as my fathers. 

Q.. Where did Joseph give his 
‘father and his brethren posses- 
sions? 


A. In Gessen, because there 


CHRISTMAS CRIBS. 

The pious custom of celebrating the 
Lord’s birth by a tableau made up of 
the Divine Infant, the Blessed Virgin, 
St. Joseph, the ox, ass, stall, the shep- 
‘herds and flocks, angels, Magi, etce., 


Ara Coeli on the Capitol Hill is per- 
haps the finest in point of size and 
execution; but the most charming one 
is on the top of the ancient feudal 
tower in Trastevere, once belonging to 
the family of the Counts of Anguil- 
lara, and situated in the neighborhood 
of the first Franciscan convent. and 
{church (now San Francesco a ripa) in 
Rome, of which Rudolph, Count of 
Arg, was a distinguished benefactor 
in 1231. The peculiar attractions of 
this crib are its natural and rustic 
appearance, and the various perspec- 
tives and views towards the mountain 
fand over the Campagna in every direc- 
tion, arranged to suit the different 
scenes of Mary and Joseph journey- 
ing to Bethlehem, the Infant laid in 
the manger, the shepherds tending 
their flocks by night, the angels ap- 
pearing to them, the distant but ap- 
proaching Wise Men from the East, 
etc. On Epiphany day song: of the 


learn wisdom, and has instituted, so 


may be received. 


to speak, many schools from which it4 — 


“THE LAND 0’ MY DREAMS.” |! 


O, how lovely it seems 

As I peep into dreamlands of joy,— 
When war shall be o’er 

And we welcome once more | 
At her side,—Mother’s own darling 


7 5 
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all of us at this 

HOBART, OKLAHOMA | 


boy. 


The sky may be blue, 
And the clouds darken too 
O’er its cities and hilltops and 
streams; 
E’en though sorrows oppress, 
Still one joy we'll caress 
For there’s peace in the “Land o’ 
my dreams.” 


We may toil just as long 
But we'll toil With a song, 
For our hearts and our homes will be 
glad; 
While life swiftly flows 
Bringing each night’s repose 
To his brow free from care,—our 
dear Dad. 


How the Angels will sing! 
To our Maker they’li sing 
That sweet strain, “Peace on earth" 
as of old; 
When Old Glory shall wave 
For the glad peaceful brave 
O’er the “Land o’ my dreams” her 
bright folds. 
—Anna Mary Bornman. 


Subseribe for Our Sunday Visitor, 
50c the year. 


The Christian knows that the first 
and all-important wisdom is that re- 


sentiments—holds only a second place. 

The founts, from which we are to 
draw the wisdom necessary for our 
spiritual well being, are: God, Him- 
self, His word in Scripture, and His 
Church, As regards the other wis- 
dom, which one may term “worldly,” 
there are many sources from which it 
may be gathered. In fact, all the 
earthly sciences, if kept within their 
limits and possibilities, teach us some- 
thing of value, and store the mind with 
knowledge. 

What is lamentable, in many in- 
stances, at ‘the present day, is the fact 
that large numbers versed in human 


figures are usually changed to suit! 


now common in so many countries, 
was originated by St. Francis of 
Assisi. He obtained in the year 1223 
from a friend of his, John Veleta, lord 
of the village of Grecio near Rieti in 
‘Italy, the necessary materials to make 
[suc ha iad aba Then the saint 


the .arrival and offerings of the | 
Magllans and their suite. When the’ 


octave ceases, everything is removed. 


Order our 1918 Calendar now. We 
have a 10¢c and 15c style. Our Sunday 
Visitor, esis. Sm Ind. 
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Mcdcokant ‘Minister Defends “a 
Existence of Purgatory, Etc. 


(Continued from Page One) 


forgiveness does not at once remove 
the weakness. 


stows grace; and suffering, born in 


the power of that grace, to a great'| 


extent effects the restoration of the 
moral nature. 
“Then again, the Catholic doctrine 


of Purgatory removes what to many 
is a still greater difficulty-—the un 
equal distribution of pain and suffer- 
ing in this life. 

“The thought is often forced upon 


one, why does this rood man have so 


much to suffer, while that wicked man 


is so prosperous and happy? 


sorrow and pain, while the sinner |stopped him when he tried to enter 
goes down to his grave almost with-' the barracks, and explained the neces- 
out a day’s suffering. Even in the sary requirements to get there. The) 


act of dying the earnest Christian has, 
perhaps, a most painful death, while 


the godless man dies in seeming peace “He was not sufficiently prepared 
“How can this be reconciled with for West Point. The sense of his un- 
the justice of God? If we take the preparedness, of his failure to meet 


ordinary Protestant view that every- 


one who has repented goes directly to 
im- 
solution of this: 


heaven when he dies, it seems 
possible to offer any 


difficulty. 


“But, if we accept the teaching of 
the Church, the difficulty disappears; 
for we learn that suffering-——far fron 


being an evil—is 
blessings of life, and we 
it the earnest Christian is 
and made ready for heaven. 
less and wicked man, 
suffering, 


tha 


see 
The god 
his 


because in 


state suffering would do him no good, 


and God does not allow suffering un 
necessarily. Such a man’s pa 
be in another world; if he repent 
the last, in the intermediate state; i 


not, in eternity. 


“T yvealize, however, dear friends, 
how great a bue-bear the mere word | 


God’s forgiveness be-' 


The man! 
who has striven all his life to serve! 
God often meets with much trial and} 


ra 


one of the greatest 
by 


sanctified 
however, has no 


spiritual! 


Lai may 
at 


'done, that the soul suffers the pain 
'of loss, since for a time it is shut out 
| from the vision of God. 
young man at West Point one even- 
ing some years ago. He went all the 
‘way from Wisconsin to enter the mili- 
‘tary academy, and when he found that 
'several documents with large seals 
were necessary for that purpose, he 
felt very badly indeed. He was born 
‘and reared in a little town in Wiscon- 
‘sin. He had dreamed 
soldier and determined to go to West 
Point for a military education. 


to the Hudson. 


in making the journey. A 


like’a child. 


the requirements for entrance was real 
anguish and yet he had acted on his 
The fact that he 
was then unprepared to enter West 
did not signify that 
it would be impossible for him ever to 
And may we not believe that 
1 a fairly true illustration of the condi- 
in the intermediate 
state which we for every purpose call 


‘honest conviction. 


Point : however, 
enter. 


tion of the soul 


Purgatory? Its anguish, or suffering 


entr: 
‘been met, 


‘ for 
But 
tion that they 


requirements, at last are to 


“There was a very disappointed | 


of being a} 


He | 
had a long, hard trip from Wisconsin | 
He was two months | 
walking and riding on freight trains 
sentinel 


boy was nearly heartbroken and cried 


that it is unprepared for the full 
joys of heaven, that the requirements 
ince and life there have not 
this is their consola- 
are at last to meet the 
become | 


os a 


is not the form on which your eyes 
rested, or the arms which encircled 
you, but the thought, the devotion, 
the affection concealed, yet revealed, 
by the body, and which use it for their 
instrument. In reality we never saw 
our dearest friends; what we saw was 
‘color, form, but never the spirit. That 
is disclosed through the body, but is 
inot identified with it. Now just as 
we have prayed for a mother, or a 
child, or a friend wh»sse physical form 
is familiar, but whose personality we 
‘have seen only in its revelations, so 
we continue to pray for that loved one 
which we do not see any more, or any 
|less, after what is called death.” 


sciences, are unwilling to arise above 
the sphere in which these acquisitions 
place them. They are unwilling to ad- 
mit anything except such as is tan- 
gible, and that comes within the pro- 
vince of their bare intellect. In such, 
Faith can find no entrance, and the 
wisdom of God is a forbidden alien. 
The attitude of this class of men 
would give humanity no hope beyond 
this life. It would deprive them of 
the possession of the highest truths, 
and destrey, as much as possible, the 
image of God im their souls. It ts 
true that man midy arise from 
existence of material things, to the 
need of some beginning, but this be-'| 
or, if there seme who do, they 
make of Him a being much inferior to 
His reality. 
The sciences 
rreat extent, 
immortal 


are 


of earth may, to 
suffice for earth; 
soul must crave for 


a 
but the 
some- 
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or 


doomed to death, yet fated not to die,’ 
has at present over 300 million mem- 
bers, that 18 million of them are your 
own fellow countrymen here in free 
America, and that every day men of | 
intelligence and learning are renounc 

ing their former beliefs in order to 
enter the Catholic Church. These facts 
prove to any thinking mind that either 
the Catholic Church the true 
Church, upheld and guided by the 
»>|power of God, or she is the most gi- 


is 


Which of these two views is 
the correct one you do not know, be- 


of man. 


Church. 


ledge th at th« ‘yy are also heiped by Hieve in her and follow her teaching | 


the prayers of the faithful on earth. 
‘A belief that the souls of the de- 


\in all his relations with God, with his | 
If she is | 


neighbor, and with himself. 


gantic fraud ever devised by the mind. 


‘This is the hope of the good Chris-| 


itian-—a hope infallible in its realiza- 
i tions. 

| To seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His Justice, is the highest of al! 


'| wisdom; and one may be totally ignor- 


lating to God and his own salvation. | 
Everything else—even though it may | 
illumine his mind and. evoke lofty) 


the |’ 


cinning they do not ascribe to God— | 


ol] i} 
eead 5 


thing higher: The yeerning of the 
heart demands it; but, above 
things, the word of God assures it, !! 
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“ ‘Schotarliness,’ “True Popularity,’ and 
oontans ‘o the Pu pit.’ 

"Ti 1¢ Messenger of the Sacted Beart had this to sey 
about the book: “It is not a mechagical treatise, but 4 
heok whieh any priest might be tempted to read now a 
again, a6 he would chat with a friendly muster of pul 
eloquence who could encourage and je getew The author's 
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a keen intelligence, nor a strong body; | 
but only a good will and an earnest | 
faith. 


Se, fortunate is he who has learned | 
‘that the richest of.all acquirements is | 
He is 
3 repaid by having his mind illumined 
y the grace of God, and his will urged | 
8 i by the power of that same grace. | 
filled with heavenly 
But he must ever bear 
in mind that the one Fount from which | 
jhe may draw these riches is God, and | 
constituted as/| 


ithe wisdom and truth of God. 


nd his heart 
vated 


‘whatever God has 
channels through which they flow. 


| LIFE. 


/ 


cause you have never investigated the | Life’s a wondrous complication 
doctrines and claims of the Catholic} 


lew of us have solved—just richt. 


You know that the Catholic} We theorize and follow other’s good | 
fitted to enter and enjoy the heaven| (Church teaches that every human be- | 
f life. 


advice, 


There is moreover, the know-)ing is bound by the divine law to be-| And practice too, what we think is 


really proper— 
And still do wrong. 
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Purgatory is heeanne of its associa- parted in the intermediate state are 


tion with hurtful and harmfu! errors,! being purified necessarily leads to the 
but if the soul, when it goes from this Christian practice of prayers for tho| 


life, needs purification in an inter- 
mediate state, I see no vrreater obijec- 
tion to calling that place Purgatory 
that I do to calling it Paradise. Nor 
do I find anything in the history and 
doctrine of the Church, in revelation 
nor in reason, that shows stronger 
ground for believing the intermediate. 
state a place of light, rest and refresh- | 


dead, but, of course, to what extent 
the departed are helped by the prayers 
of the faithful on earth it is impossible 
say. No one has any right to 
speak positively on such a subject. 
“Not only does the doctrine of the 
communion of saints necessarily re- 
quire prayers for the dead, but the 
‘instincts of ‘natural piety make the 
ment for the believing soul while| same demands; and when we realize 
waiting the final judgment, than I de that those instincts were implanted 
for believing it a place of purification./in us by God, they become a very 
of preparation through discipline--| strong witness to the divine authority 
suffering if you please—for the full|of the practice which they teach. 
and perfect beatific vision, nor do ] “By prayers for the dead we mean 
find so strong a eround. ‘exactly what we mean by prayers for 
“When we talk of the nature of that the living, those still in the béody. 
process. of purification, we must re-; When the body dies the soul, or the 
member that we are wholly the/essentia!l man, is not touched by 
realm of speculative theology. It is |death. The personality is that which 
easy to conjecture, as has often been!thinks, chooses, lives. Your mother 


to 


in 


‘against God, your neighbor, and your-|To help us lay the cornerstone, 

self by not obeying her. Hence it is|For right success here, and hereafter, 
your bounden duty to convince your-|On the path that leads to heaven's 
self whether she is the true Church or kingdom— 

not. But this you cannot honestly do Where all is right. 

without a careful investigation from ~—Mrs. J. Behrend. 
reliable sources of her doctrines and 
the grounds upon which she bases 
them. Neither have you any lawful 
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“WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PREVALENT 
UNFRIENDLINESS. 


With due allowance for the proverbial fair-mind- 
edness of the American ‘people, and for the friendli- 
ness of Protestant individuals in every community, 
the fact cannot be ignored that the attitude of non- 
‘Catholics genérally towards the Catholic Church 
not friendly. Any one, to whose lot it falls to scan the 
columns 0 the denominational weeklies, the Masonic 
magazines, etc., must hold to this convic tion, no matte r 
how much he shoukl prefer to believe otherwi No 
One needs to be a critical observer, either, to note the 
same unfriendliness in the comments of editors of our 
big dailies, and of our secular magazines. If these 
men occasionally Say a word in praise of the Churen 


’ 
4 
ve 


or of her work, it is usually done to reconcile the 
Catholic to the frequent criticisms which appeal Ree 


the same columns. Even the Literary Digest, which 
is controlled almost entirely by Catholic money, sins in 
this way. While this magazine only re] sige es with- 
out comment, it is easy to observe that j it y ers to its 
large list of non-Catholic subscribers by its  welection 
of matter for the religious section. 

The predisposition of the America. n peop! e to non- 
Catholicism is orig general, though the great m 
jority cotld hardly tell why. Our rend minded” 
men be¢ome quite narrow when there is question 
their son or daughter becoming a Catholic or when 
the name of a Catholic is consid ered for app | 
6n the school board, or when they go to the polls and 
east their ballot in secret. men do not wan 
any. anti-Catholic, agitation to be carried on in the 
town, and they often hold the priest as weil as Cat} 
lies of their acquaintance in high esteem; but Catho- 
lies generally are narrow from their . view- 
good people, but to be pitied. 

Poliey governs the editors of most papers, and if 
more frequent defense of things Catholic fails t 
pear in their papers, it is because they are aware of 
the quite general unfriendly non-Catholic attitude. 

Now, we declare that this situation is largely due 
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to Catholic inertness. Our own literature should be 
brought to the homes of our Protestant people, and 


particularly to the homes of those who influence pub! 
opinion. 

Germany, England, France, the United States, 
and other nations engaged in the world war, keep the 
printing press working overtime in an effort to defend 
the justice of their. respectiv e motives and acts. If the 
Rockefeller foundation be attacked, if the sugar trust 
or the U. 5. Steel Corpor ation be censured, these or- 
ganizations are quick to send out to the newspape 
offices of the country, and to ail prominent citizens, a 
statement of their case in pamphlet form. 

The Catholic Chureh, more unjustly 
than any other influence, is not defended for 
fit of her many calumniators; she leaves the non- 
Catholic believe as he will with reference to her teach- 
ing, practice, principles, ete. Every effort o i the Holy 
Father in the interest of peace has | een misinter- 
preted; the motives behind his Peace Note have been 
wickedly misconstrued, and not one of his ¢ ‘hildren 


eriticized 


ro oe -. 
the bene-~ 


has arisen to defend him before the non-Catholic 
world. Itis true that a Mr. Walsh, of New York, did 
recently publish a brief statement wi hae 7 Benedict S 
activities during this world conflict, but it will fail of 


its purpose because only the Catholic press will copy 
from it, and the Catholic press reaches only Catholic 
readers. 

The old calumnies against the Church will be re- 
peated, new ones will be invented and given wide 
publicity; unjust suspicions and judgments will con- 
tinue to be harbored by eighty-five per cent of our 
population until we bring our literature into Protes- 
tant homes. 

It is true that Catholic papers of the country 
have been answering Protestant objections for years; 
they have often called attention to the greater loy alty 


of our people as exemplified in the percentage w hich 
our soldiers bear to the total enrolled in the recular 


army and navy; they have frequently referred to the 
election of Protestant candidates to office in Catholic 
communities ; they have proved the greater thorough- 
ness of the parish ‘school, even in the secular brane hes; 
they have submitted replies to the traditional stock 
charges that Catholics are not allowed to read the 
napegt that they pay divine honor to the saints, ete.; 
ave quoted our most reputable Protestant his- 
“orn in refutation of charges made by the unin- 
formed ; they have often presented the true philosophy 
of the backwardness of Mexico, South America, ete., 
but cond Gefense reaches only our Catholic people. 
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sterling qualities. 
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far-distant western town, shou!d ever stand in 
fie merely saw in the words, as applied to him- 


But our energy must extend beyond our own 
23 and participate furthermore in the great world-bu 
, the conquest of the ends of the earth for Him. 
and zeal in this most Divine of all works, th 
and the souls of others, will 
indeed of standing before the throne of earthly kings, but of being ad- 
mitted to the presence of the King of kings Himself, of sharing in the 
royal inheritance of Christ and of having reserved for us a crown im- 
perishable in the Kingdom of our Father. 

To stand before the great ones of the earth, whoever they may be, 


thought absorbs them; their very dréams 
shall we not then give at least something of this 
! to Christ and:to His Holy Church? 
much for Him we shou!d soon rank with the saints, 
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Pittsburgh, Pa., Jan. 3, 1918. 
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